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Celebration of International Ozone Day  2013, Sri Lanka  

Ministry of Environment & Renewable Energy is the focal point for implementing the 

Montreal Protocol on Ozone Depleting Substances. Sri Lanka became a party to the 

Montreal Protocol in 1989 and the National Ozone Unit (NOU) was established in 1994 

in order to implement its  obligations.  

After formation of MP, the production and consumption of ODS s have reduced 

considerably. As a result it was able to avoid global warming potential by 135 billion 

tones equivalent to Co2 emission. In compliance with the accelerated phase out plan of 

ODS programme introduced by the MP, Sri Lanka was able to achieve the targets two 

years in advance  (in 2001) by banning the import of CFCs to Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka has 

banned 54 ODs out from 96 chemicals by special Gazette Notifications.  

Since Sri Lanka ratified the MP in 1989, United Nations Development Programme 

(UNDP) & United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) and Multilateral Fund  

(MLF) extend financial and technical support for all  ozone related activities 

implemented by the NOU. Further External Resources Department, Import & Export 

Controllerõs Department and Sri Lanka Customs renders great assistance to the 

functions of  NOU. At present NOU has launche d several projects to control the use of 

Hydroclorofluorocarbons (HCFCs) that have Ozone depleting potential as well as 

global warming potential. In this purpose HCFC Management Plan (HPMP) was 

implemented in Last Year and Ministry of Environment has intro duced a new Quota 

system from 1st January 2013 

According to the unanimous decision taken by the General Assembly of the United 

Nations in 1995, 16th of September each year has been declared as ôInternational Ozone 

Dayõ. In this year Montreal Protocol celebrates their 26th anniversary (1987-2013) and all 

parties to the Protocol to be together to celebrate it. Theme of the 26th anniversary was         

òA Healthy Atmosphere, The Future We Wantó. 197 parties joined together to 

celebrate that remarkable event and Sri Lanka has proudly joined with  them as the most 

effective and successive article 5 country. 

Purpose of declaring of this special day is to generate collective effort to consume the 

most precious Ozone layer which has been threatened for its existence, because of 

adverse human activities.  Ozone layer plays very vital role for resisting harmful UV 

rays to reaching the earthõs surface. Continuous depletion of  ozone layer paves ways for 

these UV rays to fall on earth surface easily and cause numerous health problems and 

climatic catastrophes. Therefore, all Nations of the world celebrate this day engaging in 

many activities related to Ozone layer protection. One of the key activities of this day is 
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making  aware of the public and other responsible personnel of their commitment in 

preserving not only Ozone layer but also entire environment.  

Montreal Protocol is the most successful environment treaty to date.  I97 Countries 

world -wide are parties to the protocol . Among these countries Sri Lanka is in forefront 

in implementing the protocol regulation s and has achieved many successes.  Therefore, 

Sri Lanka has been awarded many prestigious international awards and received òThe 

Best Implementerôs awardó in 2007 at the celebration of the Montreal Protocolôs 20th 

Anniversary.  As the best country which implements MP regulations  & contribution 

towards Ozone Layer Protection, Sri Lanka has received the òAward of Recognition 

and Appreciationó.  This award was presented by Mr. Marco Gonzolez, Executive 

Secretary of Ozone Secretariat, at the International Ozone Day ceremony held in Sri 

Lanka 2012. 

National Ozone Unit of the Ministry of Environment & Renewable Energy wishes to 

draw attention of all environment friendly citizens to make use of alternative 

substances and technologies available instead of ozone depleting substances. Public 

commitment towards protection of ozone layer, leads to grant better environment for all 

living beings on planet earth.  
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National Ceremony of the International Ozone Day 2013  

This year International Ozone Day celebration was held on 16th  September 2013, at the 

main auditorium of National Youth Council Maharagama, from 9.00am to 1.00pm, 

under the patronage of Hon. Susil Premajayantha, Minister of Environment & 

Renewable Energy, as the chief guest and the distinguish participation of Hon. Alhaj 

Abdul Cader, Deputy Minister of Ministry of Environment & Renewable Energy. 

Officials from UN Agencies , government and non government institutes also 

participated in this important e vent. As expected by NOU, over thousand participants  

including eight hundred school children participated for mark the ceremony. Extensive 

media coverage arrangements were   also being made for the promotion al activities of 

the celebration activity.  
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Invitees  

Hon. Mr. Susil Premajayantha, Minister of Environment and Renewable Energy has 

been invited as the guest of honor by NOU. Further,   Hon. Deputy Minister of 

Environment Alhaj Abdhul Carder  , B.M.U.D. Basnayake, Secretary , Ministry of 

Environment and Renewable Energy and many other distinguished invitees have  

participated.  

Special Invitees from  UNDP 

1. Ms. Razina Bilgrami, Country Director  

2. Dr. Ananda Mallawatantri, Assistant Country Director  

3. Ms. Dilrukshi Abeyrathna , Programme Officer  

 

Other Invitees 

¶ Heads of Departments and Government Agencies 

¶ Stake holders of NOU activities. (Sri Lanka Customs, Department of Import & 

Export Control , Department of External Resources ) 

¶ NOU Coordinating Committee M embers 

¶ Advisory Committee Members  to the Ministry  of Environment and Renewable 

Energy  

¶ Members of Implementing Agencies 

¶ Media Personnel (Press/ Radio/ TV/  Network)  

¶ Ministry Staff  

¶ Students from Schools in Colombo District (20 Schools) 
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Day of the Celebration  

The IOD Celebration Programme was started with welcoming the chief guests by 

Secretary Ministry of  Environment  & Renewable Energy, and other officials of the 

Ministry. Then chief guest and other distinguished invitees had  proceeded to the main 

hall in a procession with cultural Kandyan Dancing performances after opening the 

Poster exhibition. Kandyan dancing is a one of main cultura l dancing stream in Sri 

Lanka and originated in up country.  

According to the Agenda (Annex ð 7) after the Lighting of the Traditional Oil Lamp, 

Played the Ozone Song. Celebration was begun with the Welcome address done by Mr. 

B.M.U.D. Basnayake, Secretary,  Ministry  of Environment& Renewable Energy .  

Welcome Dance and the Cultural Dance done by the Cultural Team of the National 

Youth Council, Maharagama. Key Note Address done by Hon. Susil Premajayantha, 

Minister of Environment & Renewable Energy . Invitee speech was given by UNDP 

Representative Dr. Ananda Mallawathanthri.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Invitees proceeded to the main hall with  Kandyan Dancing group & Lighting the Oil Lamp  
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NOU has organized several Special Events in parallel with  International Ozone Day . 

¶ All Island Poster Competition and the Poster exhibition  

¶ Training Equipment Donation to Technical Educational Institutes   

¶ Directed a Stage Drama named òOzone Layer Protectionó, SLBC Artist 

¶ Produced a TV documentary to mark the occasion. 

¶ Issued T-shirts which carry on ozone message to all participants as a promotional 

material. 

¶ Distribute d awareness materials and leaflets among participants. 

 

 

T-shirt Campaign  

Specially designed T-shirts embedded with NOU logo & ozone message were shared 

out to all invitees , students and other participants . All school students have worn those 

T-shirts and they have seemed to be unique. 
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All Island Poster Competition  

Commemoration of International Ozone Day on national level, All Island Poster 

Competition was organized under the theme of òA Healthy Atmosphere, the Future 

we wantó. Sri Lanka maintains momentum, continues its efforts in the spirit of 

dedication to achieve the goal of protecting the ozone layer and assure co-benefits in 

climate change and energy efficiency for a healthy atmosphere. 

The main objective of the competition was to attain a healthy atmosphere the dedication 

shown by the Sri Lankan community in c onserving the ozone layer, and to obtain an 

active participation towards the collaborative efforts in protecting the life saving Ozone 

Layer by popularizing the use of more environmental friendly none ODS alternatives.  
 

Competition was conducted separately under the following groups;  

¶ Group   01:    School Students in Grades 6,7,8,9 

¶ Group   02:    School Students in Grades 10,11,12,13 

¶ Group   03:    Open Competition (Other individuals interested in Protecting the 

Atmosphere) 
 

 

The winners were selected by the members of a panel of judges competent in Faculty of 

Visual Arts and their decision was the final.  

 
Judges were:  

Prof. R.M. Dharmasena (Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Visual Arts ) 

Mr. B.S.G. Perera (Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Visual Arts ) 

Mr. Upali Ranawaka (Ministry of Education)  
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Winners of the Poster Competition and Prize Awards are as follows  
 
 
Group 1 - 1st Place - Rs  15,000.00 
                                    R.M. Vilani Sanara Rathnayake   - Sirimavo Bandaranayaka Vidyalaya  

                  2nd Place -Rs  12,500.00 
                                    M.K. Dinithi Sathsarani Maldeniya    - St. Joseph Balika Vidyalaya               

                  3rd Place - Rs  10,000.00 
                                    K.H. Rashini Chathudya    - Christ Church Balika  Vidyalaya  
 
Group 2 ð 1st Place - Rs  17,500.00 
                                    Sachini Ruwanika Nimanthi Perera   - Holy Family Convent  

                  2nd Place -Rs  15,000.00 
                                    W.K. Upeka Kawindi De Silva    - YashodaraDevi Balika Vidyalaya  

                  3rd Place - Rs  12,500.00 
                                    Sasindu Prageeth Chamara   - Darmapala Vidyalaya  
 
Group 3 - 1st Place - Rs 20,000.00 
                                     W.L. Sujeewa Jayasena   - Mirihana  

     2nd Place -Rs 17,500.00  
           U.K.D.S. Senevirathna - Kurunegala      

     3rd Place - Rs 15,000.00 
                                     Waskaduwe Mahinda  Sagara   - Waskaduwa 
 

In addition 20 merit certificates  were awarded 

1. Vehara Rivithilini Abeyweera   DarmapalaVidyalaya - Pannipitiya  

2. M.B. Maheema Chamini   Darmapala Vidyalaya - Pannipitiya  

3. Shavini iInduli     VidyakaraBalikaVidyalaya  

4. Chathumali Piumika Karunarathne  Sirimavo Bandaranayaka Vidyalaya  

5. Shenali Samadara Herath   Sirimavo Bandaranayaka Vidyalaya  

6. Visitha Harshana Munasinghe   Lexicon International School  

7. W.A. Purnima Rasadi   Sri Rahula Balika Vidyalaya 

8. P. Devani Sevmini    Vidyakara Balika Vidyalaya  

9. J.M. Buddini Vasana   Sri Rahula Balika Vidyalaya 

10. Nayoma Thilangi Abeyrathne   Vidura College  

11. Isuri Kithmini Ambadeniya   St.Joseph Balika Maha Vidyalaya 

12. Nanduni Uthpala Chandrasiri   Yashodaradevi Balika Maha Vidyalaya  
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13. Saumya Kumari Bandara   St.Joseph  Balika Maha Vidyalaya 

14. B.G. Tenishi Vasana    Vidyakara Balika Vidyalaya  

15. Shashi Prabha Kalpani Silva  Tissa Central College 

16. Himali D. Anandasiri    Kakunadura  

17. Y.D. Gunawardana     Pannipitiya  

18. M.D.B. Chandrika Bandara  Walasmulla  

19. U.L. Pushpalatha Perera   Kalutara  

20. Dansi Murin Silva Joseph Pille   kochchikade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Poster exhibition  

Winning Posters and the Selected Posters of the aforementioned competition will be 

exhibited at the venue and exhibition was opened by Hon.  Susil Premajayantha, 

Minister of Environment & Renewable Energy.  

 

 

 

 

 

Awarding for the Winners of the Poster Competition 

2012 
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Stage Drama 

In order to organize this important event more colourfully, there was a very int eractive 

drama named òWe are Ozone Friendsó was staged. This was directed by Mr. Wijesiri 

Bopage. The play was performed by the prominent artists & the professional actors 

from Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation (SLBC). The drama had discussed the social 

and health impacts which we face by the Ozone layer depletion .  

Roles 

Á  Ramya  -    She is a patient, suffering from respiration difficulties  &  eye   cataract 

Á Buddhi  -    She is a patient, suffering from skin lesions 

Á Hilerian -    Doctor 

Á Sembuhewa  -  Dispensary Assistant 

Drama in Brief  

Two patients came to a dispensary to consult the doctor.  Ramya had a weakness of eye 

sight & breathing problem . Buddhiõs skin also had become rough from some burning . 

Doctor told  them that Ramya has developed eye cataract & respiratory problems, while 

Buddhi  was suffering from  skin diseases  (andneighbours), And nowadays most of 

people having several illnesses because of reaching UV rays due to the ozone layer 

depletion.   

Ramya & Buddhi did  not know what ozone is , 

Doctor described them what is ozone and how it protects us from harmful ultraviolet 

rays coming from Sun. Further he explained the humanõs role to protect this natural 

shield of earth. He blamed AC/Ref Technicians  for not practicing their  job properly as 

well as ozone friendly manner. Because of bad practices, more cataracts, more skin 

cancers are recorded. Apart from human beings other living things on planet are also in 

danger and facing extinction. Further he said now Ozone Friendly Technologies are 

available in Sri Lanka. 

Finally, they understoo d what doctor said was absolutely correct and decided to change 

their life pattern and to be more concern on making better environment  and give this 

message to everyone they know.   
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Training Equipment Donation to Technical Educational 

Institutes  

In order to implement the obligations of the Vienna convention, in 1987 Montreal 

Protocol on substances that deplete the ozone layer was signed. Under the protocol, 

concrete steps were taken to phase out ozone depleting substances (ODSs) and 

introduced alternatives and new technologies to the respective sectors. To celebrate the 

International Ozone Day 2013, the NOU has organized to have a Donation  of Air 

Condition & Refrigeration Recovery Equipment  among the government technical 

colleges. On that ceremony there was a Symbolize Equipment Donation to four 

Technical Colleges. 

1. Jaffna  

2. Badulla 

3. Galle 

4. Colombo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 

                                                                                


